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“Everyone?”      Text – 2 Peter 3:1-15a       Head 2      OT Reading – Psalm 90

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Most of you, I expect, will be familiar with the term ‘proof text.’

They are the key Bible texts that ‘prove’ that doctrine.
Well, proof texts can be very useful.  They can give us a ready made list of relevant verses for any subject.  
But they can also be misused in an unhelpful way.  
Each of us can probably recall a moment when someone trotted out a ‘proof text’ that they thought won the argument, or we trotted out a ‘proof text’ that we thought clinched the debate, only to be shown that that text has been misinterpreted or misapplied.  
And this is why the term ‘proof text’ isn’t always seen as a good thing.
For instance, D.A. Carson, the Bible teacher and author, made this comment about the misuse of different parts of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount: He said, “A text without a context becomes a pretext for a proof text.”

You can well imagine, for example, the hurt that could be done by someone latching on to phrases like, “Blessed are those who mourn,” or “if your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away,” or this one from Joel 3:10, “Beat your plowshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears.  Let the weakling say, 'I am strong!'.” 
So what D.A. Carson highlighted with his comment is one of the most basic rules of Bible interpretation – Context is King.  He who tries to understand a verse of the Bible with no thought to its context is a fool.  
Well, today we want to see that this is so in relation to one verse in particular – 2 Peter 3:9.  And this is because this verse is often used as a ‘proof text’ for the Arminian view of salvation.  
As we have seen in this sermon series on the doctrines of grace, the Bible teaches that before the creation of the world, God chose some to salvation in Christ.  And it is the sins of these and these alone that Christ came to earth to die for; He did not die for the sins of the whole world.  And to those who are God’s chosen people, God gives the gift of faith and safeguards their salvation.  
Thus, there is an unbreakable chain of salvation that has as its starting point the sovereignty of God.  
And yet, when you speak of these truths with many Christians, they will often disagree with that understanding of how God works salvation.  
In their view, God makes salvation possible for everyone.  Indeed, God wants everyone to be saved and He cannot make anyone believe.  Man is completely free to believe or reject the gospel.
And one of the first ‘proof texts’ they will refer to is 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”
‘You see,’ they say, ‘how can you believe that God only ever chose to save some?  How can you believe that God does not have a saving love for everyone?  It says, right there, that He wants “everyone to come to repentance.”  The God of the Bible is a generous God who loves everyone.  And that is the God I know and worship.’
And so, today we don’t have any particular articles of the Canons of Dort before us.  We will return to our journey through its articles next time.  Today we simply look at this ‘proof text’ in its context to see whether or not it does undermine our understanding of the doctrines of grace. 
And we do this not so that we can win an argument or academically understand the grammar or content of this verse, we do so to be encouraged by this magnificent portion of God’s Word!
Here in 2 Peter 3 then, the Apostle speaks to believers about the Second Coming of Jesus.  And he does so by reminding them about the promises of Scripture, about the lessons of history, about the grace of God, and about the Day of Judgment.   And those will be our four points this afternoon. 
Firstly then, the Apostle speaks to believers about the Second Coming of Jesus by drawing their attention to the promises of Scripture.
1. There is really no way to be sure if Peter wrote this letter to the same people that he wrote 1 Peter to.  
a. 3:1 describes this as a second letter, but it could just as well be referring to a letter that we no longer have or 1 Peter.  
i. 1 Peter was written to persecuted believers as an encouragement to persevere.  2 Peter focuses more on false teachers, as can be seen in ch. 2.  
A. It seems that because of the message of the false teachers, these believers were compromising with the world and its sinful pleasures.  Holiness or purity was fast becoming a low priority in terms of Christian living.  And so, while there is a lot of encouragement in this letter, there is also a lot of warning about godliness.  
1) Peter’s purpose in this letter then is to reveal these false teachers for what they are, to remind God’s people about the certainty of God’s promises, and to stimulate them to pursue holiness.  And all of this he anchors in the precious gift of salvation in Jesus Christ.
ii. However, there is a very clear link between the two letters of Peter that we have and that is election.  In 1 Peter 1, Peter writes to “God’s elect, strangers in the world,” and in 2 Peter 1:10 he urges believers to “make your calling and election sure.”  
A. Thus, Peter has a definite group in view in his letters – he writes to believers – he writes to the church of Jesus Christ.  
1) The words he speaks are words that Peter knows the Holy Spirit will make plain to God’s chosen people.  
2) And that is very important in terms of understanding the whole letter, but especially v9 today.  But we will come back to that when we get to v9.
b. Peter’s focus in vv1-2 is on the promises of Scripture about Jesus’ return.  In ch. 2 he has described the life, character and eternal destiny of false teachers.  But before that, at the end of ch. 1, he was emphasizing the authority and reliability of the Scriptures.  
i. The believer’s faith is grounded in the promises of God that are found in His Word.  Why?  Because God’s Word is reliable.  In 1:20, Peter says to believers, “No prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  
A. And with these words Peter reminds believers about the reliability of the OT.  The Holy Spirit gave the prophets their message and caused them to write it down in the Scriptures so that God’s people could read and see that God is reliable because he keeps His promises.  
ii. But now in ch. 3, Peter takes up this theme with some extraordinary words.  Remember, there is no complete NT yet.  Already though, Peter equates the written words of the Apostles with the OT.  He says that believers are to recall the prophets words and “the command given by our Lord and Saviour through your apostles.”  
A. And later in 3:15-16, he will mention that people twist the words of Paul in the same way they do “the other Scriptures,” again, clearly equating Paul’s words with the OT.  
iii. I doubt that any of us have a difficulty with the NT and the OT being God’s Word.  But Peter’s words to these believers were powerful and compelling.  The promises they had heard concerning the return of Jesus from apostles like Paul and himself were the equivalent of the promises about Jesus’ first coming in the OT; you know He came the first time, and you may be sure He will come again, because it is written in the reliable Word of God.  
A. So, Jesus is coming again.  That is God’s promise to weary believers.  
B. But this promise ought also to stimulate believers to “wholesome thinking,” as Peter says in v1.  And he will say more about this later in this chapter.
But next Peter reveals why this is so important as he speaks to believers about the Second Coming of Christ from the lessons of history in vv3-7.
1. Peter reveals that there were in his time those who knew enough about the Bible to know that it speaks about Jesus returning to earth but who said, I don’t see it!  “Where is this ‘coming’ He promised?  Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.”  
a. And these people Peter calls scoffers.  And we have them in abundance today, don’t we.  They are people like the Atheist, Richard Dawkins, who wrote The God Delusion.  And we could almost describe this as a growth industry at the moment.  It is now popular and financially rewarding to get on the band wagon of bashing Christian beliefs.  Life has gone on for billions of years, they say, and it will do so until the Sun blows up or something, so eat, drink, and be merry for tomorrow we might die and then its just over.  
i. And don’t you ever wonder why God allows them to go on and live?  Why doesn’t He just zap people who write things like that so they can’t spread their false teaching and deceive folk?  
A. And this was a question asked by the believers of Peter’s time also.  If what these false teachers were preaching was so bad, wouldn’t God do something about it?  Wouldn’t He destroy them?  But there they are, day after day, living the good life.  So will God really judge such evil men?
ii. And from there it was just one small step to start listening to what the false teachers were saying.  What was the point, they were wondering, of trying to live a godly life?  Jesus had said He would return soon, but day after day after day went by with nothing.  
A. So, why deny yourself the pleasures of the world?  
B. Why sweat over Bible study and doing good?  
C. What did it matter if you went to the Greek theatre or visited the temple prostitute or joined in with idol feasts?  
D. Why bother avoiding blasphemy or lying or bothering about drunkenness and keeping the Lord’s Day?  
iii. And as it was with the believers Peter wrote to, so it is today in the church of Christ.  
A. Perhaps one of the few differences between some Christians and all non-Christians is where they are for 1 or maybe 2 hours on Sunday.  Other than that, they are not visibly different in terms of the way they talk, dress, conduct their relationships, amuse themselves, drive, work, drink, eat and keep the Lord’s Day.  
B. And of course, each one of us needs to examine ourselves in these areas also.  Is holiness, purity, separation from the things of the world important to us?  The God you worship in Christ Jesus is holy.  He calls you to be holy.  
1) Now, by the work of the blood of Christ, you are holy and blameless (Eph 1:4).  
2) So are you revealing that in the way you live or hiding it?  
iv. Peter continues then with a powerful warning from history.  Those who say that life has gone on since man was created rather conveniently forget one thing – the world-wide flood of Noah’s time.  
A. Now, we could spend a lot of time in these verses because they reveal much about creation and the flood.  But we will have to leave that for another time.  
1) The important point here is that God’s Word brought the world into being.  Where there was nothing, God spoke creation into being – Psa 33:9, “For [God] spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm.”  
2) And He then shaped creation by dividing the waters, again with His Word – Psa. 33:7, “He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; He puts the deep into storehouses.”  
3) And then, in the time of Noah, again, by His powerful Word, the waters were unleashed to bring down His judgment on a sinful and wicked creation as the globe was covered with water.  
4) But that devastation is nothing compared to what is to come by fire after Jesus returns.  
a) And so, three major time periods are revealed: The creation of the heavens and the earth up to the flood, the heavens and the earth since the flood and till Jesus comes again, and then the new heaven and the new earth.  
i) And each of these is governed by the powerful Word of God.  Thus it has been, and thus it shall be, because God has said it.  
A) The Day of Judgment is coming.  And it will be a terrible day for the scoffers and the ungodly.
But now Paul pauses in vv8-9 to say something significant about the grace of God; our third point. 
1. In Revelation 22:20, Jesus says, “I am coming soon.”  That is His promise to believers.  
a. Now, if I was to say to you that I was going to visit you soon, when would you expect me?  Next few days perhaps?  Next two weeks on the outside?  And if two weeks went by and then a third and then two months, wouldn’t you start to wonder if I was coming at all?  
i. Well, Peter, Paul and John have been passing this promise of Jesus on to believers for about 30 years by now.  But still no Jesus.  
ii. And in Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians, this apparent delay in Jesus’ return was a problem there also.  People weren’t even bothering to work because Jesus was coming back soon.  No point slaving away for a boss when it will all be over soon.  But days and weeks and months and years and decades and now centuries have gone by since that promise of Jesus.  And His definition of soon doesn’t seem to match up with my definition of soon.  Why the delay?  This is not fair!  
iii. So Peter once again puts mankind in his place by quoting Psalm 90:4, “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness.”  
b. Now, turn back please to ch. 2.  There Peter tells these believers that the false teachers face a certain judgment.  
i. In v4, he points to the angels as proof if this.  The evil angels are in hell and will be judged.  
ii. And then, in v5, he mentions the flood.  Only 8 human beings were saved.  The rest of mankind was destroyed because of its wickedness.  
iii. And then, in v6, he cites Sodom and Gomorrah as another example.  Just Lot, his wife, and two daughters escaped the devastation that rained down from heaven on the people of those wicked cities.  
A. And all these serve as examples of the certain judgment of evil men that is surely coming.
iv. Now, you boys and girls will remember the story of Abraham begging God to not judge Sodom and Gomorrah if just 50 0r 45 or 40 or 30 or 20 or just 10 righteous are there.  
A. In two cities of probably 1000’s of extremely wicked people, God would withhold His judgment if just 10 righteous ones could be found.  Isn’t that a God of startling grace?  Isn’t that a God of patience; a God prepared to have His righteous judgment negotiated down by a sinful human being?  
v. But perhaps you boys and girls also remember how long it was between the time God told Noah that the flood would come and the time the Ark was completed?  120 years.  
A. We are not told exactly how long it took to build the ark but it would have taken a very long time.  
B. And in ch. 2:5, Noah is called a preacher of righteousness.  
1) Clearly then, he confronted the people about their sinful behaviour.  
2) And then, as he began building the ark, he probably told them why he was building it.  
a) And perhaps some, at first, were a little nervous as they listened to this guy who was always going on about God and sin and judgment.  
b) But then days and weeks and months and years went by and the sun rose and the sun set, ya de ya de ya…  And so, in their minds, Noah was just a nutter who could be ignored.  
c) For 120 years then, the opportunity to repent existed because of God’s patience with sinful man.
2. And this is what Peter speaks about in v9.  Rather than lament the apparent delay in Jesus’ return, we ought to praise God that He patiently allows time for sinners to repent.  “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  So let’s look closely at this verse.  
a. And to begin with, the Greek word translated as “wanting” in the NIV is translated as “wishing” or “willing” in other English Bibles.  The word has in view God’s will.  
i. And we have talked about God’s will before.  God only has one will.  Psa 115:3, “Our God is in heaven, He does whatever pleases Him.”  Nevertheless, it is right to distinguish between God’s will of decree and God’s will of command.  
A. What God wills by decree happens.  Nothing can alter that.  
B. But God also reveals His will in His commands.  His will of command is, for example, “you shall not steal.”  
1) But you and I, sadly, can break those commandments and go against His will.  
2) But when we do there are consequences.  
C. But there is also a third way of understanding His will, and that is what is pleasing to Him; what flows out of His character; what brings joy to God.
1) So, let’s see which of these three aspects of His will is in view here in v9.  
a) If it is God’s will of decree, it will come to pass.  Thus, if God does not will anyone to perish, none will perish.  But the Bible is clear that some will perish.
b) Well, is it God’s will of command then?   But if it were God’s will of command, it would mean all those that perish have broken His commandment not to perish.  And that just doesn’t make any sense.
c) So, perhaps it is what pleases God, then?  
i) And indeed, in Ezekiel 18:23 we read these words, “Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign LORD.  Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live?”  
ii) Here then we have a possible and attractive understanding of what this verse is saying – the punishment of the wicked does not bring any “joy” to God.  We might say, instead, that it “saddens” Him.  
A) He punishes them because it is good to punish evil.  
B) He delights that His judgment is righteous, but it is like a Judge who is sentencing his own son.  
i. It is right that God’s unrepentant children are condemned, but they are still His created children.
b. But this trying to understand what aspect of God’s will is in view here actually ignores one very important word in the whole sentence.  And that word is “you.”  “God is patient with you.”  So, who is the “you”?  Who is in view here?  
i. Well, who is Peter writing to?  God’s elect, believers, those who identify themselves with Noah and Lot and the apostles.  Peter’s “dear friends,” or “the beloved” as older English versions have it.  
A. Peter has clearly distinguished between the godly and the ungodly throughout his letter.  
1) Peter is not writing his letter to encourage the false teachers.  His words are addressed to God’s chosen people.  
ii. Already then, you can see that understanding who the “you” of v9 is has a huge effect on how we understand the verse.  
A. God does not want even one of His elect to perish.  He wants all of them to come to repentance.  
B. And so, He ‘delays’ the time of Jesus’ coming until that full number of His chosen ones have been born and have been born again.  
C. In no way then does 2 Peter 3:9 support the view that God wants everyone to be saved or has made it possible for everyone to be saved.  To suggest that is to ignore the plain teaching of this verse, the context of this verse, the context of 1 and 2 Peter, and the rest of the Bible.  It is to use a ‘proof text’ in the worst sense of the word.
3. What these words reveal then is that God is a God of grace.  He is a patient and long-suffering God.  To any who hear the gospel today, the truth is that if you repent of your sins and believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, you shall be saved.  
But don’t delay your response to this gospel.  Because, as Peter continues in our last point, the Day of Judgment is coming.   

And very little needs to be said beyond what Peter says here in vv10-15a.  “The day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.  That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.  But in keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.  So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with Him.  Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation.”
Are you thankful that God is patient?  Are you thankful that God is gracious?  Are you striving to live a holy and godly life?  Come quickly Lord Jesus, Amen.

